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Editor’s Comments

Fàilte mo chàirdean
(Faal-cha mow harsh-din /
Welcome. my friends)
Am I mistaken or did this last year
just go too fast? Although the last
two years -our 49th and 50th
seasons- were some of the
toughest for the Society, we look
forward to creating memories and
a strong, active Society for the
next fifty years.
Don’t forget our end of year party
this month, before we take a
summer hiatus and return in
September. Do you have friends
and family that you want to
introduce to the wonders of
Scotland, and its charms, bring
them along to the party?
This should be a chance to meet
the incoming board and bend their
ear if you have any suggestions for
the Society or future programs.
If you have any news or items you
want included in the newsletter
then you can contact me at
shawfield27@gmail.com. It can
be anything at all, but should have
a Scottish element, or be related to
a member.

Tapadh Leibh
(Tapa leev - Thank you)

Derek

June 2022

Scotland’s National Museum
Buys National Treasure
A

silver casket, once owned by Mary Queen of Scots, has been
purchased by National Museums Scotand at a cost of $2.25m. The
seller, Lennoxlove House
Ltd., had owned the piece
for over 50 years, having
procured it from the family
of the Duke of Hamilton,
whose wife had aquired the
casket in 1674, from the
Marchioness of Douglas.
Crafted in Paris by a French silversmith around the beginning of the
16th century, the casket in itself is a miracle, with no other known
casket of this era in existence, after having survived Louis XIV’s
orders to melt down all valauble items in order to pay for his army.
Gifted by Mary’s first husband, Francois II, this ornate piece later
became embroiled in political shenanigans involving her later
husbands. The Scottish Privy Council had reviewed its contents
following her arrest after the murder of Lord Darnley, husband no. 2,
although it is accepted that husband no.3, Lord Bothwell, was the
culprit, while Mary was an unwilling bride.
After having to abdicate her throne, Mary saw the casket reappear in a
ctrial relating to a plot against her cousin, Elizabeth I. Publicly
presenting correspondence, now known as the Casket Letters, Lord
Moray, acting as Regent for Mary’s infant son, presented the casket
and its contents to the court, claiming it contained letters between her
and Bothwell, plotting to kill Darnley. Despite knowing that these
unsigned letters were clear forgeries, the court pressed on, regardless.
Just one year earlier, the Scottish Privy Council had apparently looked
at the letters and deemed them fake.
Unfortunately for Mary, the casket that her first husband gave her was
ultimately used to cement her downfall, and led her to lifelong
imprisonment before an eventual execution. Lord Moray did later rule
Scotland. Is it possible he wanted to rule a nation so badly that he
created these forgeries? It certainly seems so. From now on, we may
have to invest in stronger locks!

addition to the added cost of having the kilt created,
which may cost between $400-$800. The following
is a list of kiltmakers which the board has vetted.

All are welcome to our meetings, so tell a friend or
family member and help get them interested in the
history and heritage of Scotland.
Saturday June 18, 2022

Hazel Stewart
585-880-7033
1674 Plank Rd
Walworth NY 14568
https://kiltshop.com/pages/about-us
Bonnie Heather Greene
914-672-1023
23 Louis St. Mahopac NY 10541
Email : bonniekilts@gmail.com
http://www.bonniekilts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
KiltmakerBonnieHeatherGreene/
Barb Tewksbury
Email : btewksbu@hamilton.edu
http://people.hamilton.edu/btewksbu/personal/
kiltmaking
Cathy Hope
07718645923
(Braw Kilts - Edinburgh)
Email : brawkilts@outlook.com
https://www.brawkilts.com/
Presentation of New Board Members
The incoming board is listed below. Come along to
our end of year party and meet them in person.

Member and Society News
If you have any member news to include in the
newsletter, please let Christyn Elliott know at her email address or home phone number so that she can
pass the information on to me for the next
newsletter.
Society News
The Society would like to inform people that we
have around 36 yards of the official Louisiana tartan
for sale. This is just the material, so anyone
interersted would need to have a kilt made from the
tartan. The cost of the material is $75 per yard, in

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Historian
Parliamentarian
Member-at-Large
Member-at-Large
Past President

Connie Rodriguez
Virginia Urquhart
T. Diemer
Wendy Grubb
Laurie McConnell
Francesca McLean
Jeanie Mestier
William Alber
Robert Grubb

Member News
Society member David Grissett was asked to
participate on Pentecost Sunday, June 5th, at the St.
Charles Ave Presbyterian Church which was
honoring the apostles speaking in tongues. As a
result, David was asked to speak in Gaelic and, with
a little assistance from Derek Ewart, was able to say

"Come all you people, come praise your Maker" to
the congregation.
The Gaelic translation is
“Thigibh a dhaoine uile, thigibh moladh do neachdèanaidh”. Congratulations on your achievement in
speaking Gaelic David!

will receive news of all events and invitations not
normally issued to those just on our courtesy list.
Please send your payments to Wendy Grubb, 8131
Cohn St, New Orleans, LA 70118. Alternatively,
you can hand them in at the next meeting.

Other Events
Newsletter
Mississippi Renaissance Festival will be on
October 14-16, at the Harrison County Fairgrounds
in Gulfport MS. If attending, you should look out
for the Scottish Towne Square, which will have
fighting and archery demonstrations, in addition to
traditional food and music. For more information
go to https://www.msrenfest.com/
The Mississippi Highlands & Islands Highland
Games returns, after a two year absence , at the
Harrison County Fairgrounds on November 12-13.
At present, there isn’t more information available.
When there is, you can go to the following site,
https://www.mshighlandsandislands.com/
The Southeast Alabama Highland Games takes
place at Culpepper Field, Daleville, AL, on
September 17th. There isn’t much detail on their
website at present, but you can follow them at
https://wiregrasshighlandgames.com/
Stone Mountain Highland Games celebrates its
50th year during October 14-16. Held in Stone
Mountain Park, GA, this is one of the biggest
highland games in the US. In addition to the
athletic events, there are also plenty of things for the
kids to do too. As always, there will be various
clans represented, in addition to live music and
demonstrations, as well as a wide array of Scottish
themed foods. More information can be found at,
http://www.smhg.org/
Yearly Dues
As the season ends, we still have some unpaid
members.
If you want to check on your
membership status, please get in touch with Wendy
Grubb at wgrubb52@gmail.com. Family rates are
$25, while Individuals and Students pay just $20
and $10, respectively.
If you are currently receiving our newsletter on our
courtesy list, why not consider upgrading to become
a member. As you can see, the fees are low and you

CSoNO members receive the newsletter by e-mail
or post. A complimentary e-mail newsletter is also
sent to non-members who have expressed an
interest, so if you know of someone who would be
interested, please send their information for
inclusion in the courtesy e-mail group. All mass emails are sent to recipients “bcc” for privacy.
Social Media
The Society has a website with many links and
gallery pictures for everything Scottish! In case you
haven’t seen the site yet, all you need to do is click
on, or copy and paste the following link:
http://www.caledoniansocietyofneworleans.com/.
The site also has a very useful resources page,
where you will find almost everything you could
think of needing. This has links that can help you
with ancestry, heraldry, and even learning more
about Scottish Gaelic(gaa-lik).
You don’t need to social
distance to be social. Have you
checked out our Facebook page?
If not, then you’re in the
minority. You can find us by
looking for “Caledonian Society
Of New Orleans,” and hit the
like button to follow us.
The biggest post of May was a simple picture
asking for your favorite Scottish movie, which had
166 reactions. Judging by the comments on the
post, not many of you have seen any Scottish
movies!! Why not let us know what type of posts
you would like to see on our page? We want to
engage with everyone. If you like anything you see
on our page, then why not share or even comment.
This helps us to be seen by more people, and in turn
grow our numbers.

Time For Gaelic

Castles Of Scotland

Halò agus fàilte mo chàirdean. A bheil thu cho
teth ri àmhainn? Tha? Mise cuideachd! Tha a h
uile duine ag iarraidh side fionnaradair. Cha bidh
mi a’ dol dhan gàrradh. Tha I ro teth! Obh obh.
Carson an deas cho teth? Chan eil fios againn.
How did you do this year
in your attempt at
learning Gaelic? Don’t
worry if you don’t think
it went well, just look
back at everything you
have
learned
and
remembered and see the
progress you’ve made. I
will be updating my own
recommendations
for
learning
resources,
including the “Gaelic with Jason” YouTube
channel, but keep trying in the meantime. Every
new word remembered is an achievement! Mar sin
leibh mo chàirdean. Chi mi a rithist sibh!

Name:
Location:
Year Built:
Clan Affiliation:

Claypotts Castle
Broughty Ferry, Dundee
Late 16th Century
Strachan

John Strachan had this rather unique castle built
from 1569-1588 after having previously been a
tenant on land owned by Lindores Abbey.
Following the Reformation in 1560, Strachan was
able to improve his social standing, and now had the
means to secure the land title and begin work on his
new home.

Don’t forget to check out these learning apps.

Bluebird | Duolingo | Mango | uTalk
In addition to these apps, you can also find useful
resources on the following sites,
https://www.learngaelic.net/
https://www.fluentin3months.com/scottish-gaelic/
https://go-gaelic.scot/
If you have tried learning Gaelic and are struggling,
then why not get in touch with me at
shawfield27@gmail.com. I have been learning
since November 2019, and, with the inclusion of
Gaelic in the newsletter, have had to become a
teacher too. Who knows, there may be enough
people to start a support group!!

Unfortunately, Strachan, the new lord of the castle
died in 1593, which saw the estate being sold and
now in the hands of new owners. William Graham,
Laird of Ballunie, became the new occupier of this
unique building until his death saw Graham’s son
sell the castle to another branch of the family,
William Graham of Claverhouse. Instead of living
there. Claypotts was used as accommodation for his
farm workers.
The castle was forfeited to the Crown in 1689,
following the death of John Graham, Viscount
Dundee. Known as “Bloody Clavers” on account of
his alleged treatment of Covenanters, he came to a
violent end in the Battle of Killiecrankie, fighting
on the Jacobite side which, although victorious in
this battle, ultimately lost in the attempt to bring
King James VII back on the throne.
The castle was gifted to James Douglas, 2nd
Marquess of Douglas five years later. When his
son, the Duke of Douglas, died there was an eight
year-long court battle between the Duke’s son and
Archibald Douglas, the Duke’s nephew. Known as
The Douglas Cause, the case gripped the entire

nation, with Archibald’s blood line being called into
question.
Despite losing initially, Archibald won his appeal
thanks to a friendly judge who was later rebuked.
During this trial, bets were placed on the outcome
as well as seeing a pistol duel between both parties’
representatives, although they survived on account
of poor marksmanship. It took an unprecedented 21
years before Archibald received his peerage, as
Baron, the lowest level possible despite his
enormous wealth and influence--this was a clear
sign being sent out. Did I mention he was also a
politician? No? Some things never change!
Claypotts remained in the Douglas family until it
was given to the state in 1926, with Historic
Scotland now caring for the property. It may
surprise people, but the castle has since been
surrounded by residential housing. Visitors will
need to call in advance to gain access to the interior.
Distilleries Of Scotland

off to oversee these operations, while Robert later
emigrated to Australia. Apparently, a quarrel
between the three saw the split before
Bruichladdich was even opened.
Upon William’s death, the distillery was sold, and
saw numerous owners, including Invergordon
Distillers, until Whyte & Mackay took over in 1993.
Unfortunately, production ended soon after, with
Bruichladdich
being
deemed
surplus
to
requirements. A consortium, which included local
landowners, successfully purchased and refurbished
the building, keeping all original equipment
throughout. To this day you will not find a
computer or any electronic equipment here, relying
on the skills of the workers to ensure a perfect
product.
French company, Rémy Cointreau, took over the
helm in 2012, and has continued in the same
mindset as their predecessors. In addition to
whisky, Bruichladdich also produces the well
known Botanist gin – another feather in their cap!
Just For Fun
Are our Scottish trivia questions making y’all more
knowledgeable? I certainly hope so! Here are the
answers for last month.

Name:
Location:
Whisky Region:
Whisky Type:
Website :

Bruichladdich
Rinns of Isle of Islay
Island
Single Malt
https://www.bruichladdich.com

The distillery was the result of a combination of the
talents of three brothers: John (distiller), Robert
(engineer), and William Harvey (financier). In
1881, they came together to create what is now an
iconic brand. Unlike other whisky distillers on the
island, this one was custom built, rather than being
renovated from farm buildings, making it one of the
most modern and innovative buildings of its day.
With the family having owned two other distilleries
in the Glasgow area since 1770, John soon headed

1. What famous whisky, known and consumed
worldwide, is produced in Ayrshire?
Johnnie Walker
2. Where in Scotland would you find Balmoral
Castle?
Royal Deeside
3. Roughly, how many golf courses does Scotland
have?
560, as of 2018
4. What is the North Coast 500?
A tourist route around Scotland's Highlands
5. A statue of which Wild West hero was erected in
the east end of Glasgow in 2006?
Buffalo Bill
Now for the last questions of the year. It also means
you need to wait a few months to get the answers!
1. Scotland's best kept secret, is an underground
centre used during the war. By what name is it
known?
2. The capital city of Scotland, Edinburgh is located
on the east coast of the country on the southern
shore of which body of water?

3. Which freshwater loch can be traversed by a ride
on the steamship SS Sir Walter Scott?
4. Which body of water lies along the east coast of
Scottish Borders?
5. What country, along with Scotland, formed the
'Auld Alliance' from the late 13th century until the
Reformation?

2 level tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons cream
3 eggs (one complete and two egg whites)
Small pinch of salt

I’m Fixin’ To

You can use a ready-prepared pastry flan case
or make your own. Thinly slice the apples and fill
the case completely. Beat together one egg and
one tablespoon of cream. Mix this with the brown
sugar, flour and pinch of salt.

When you live in Louisiana you know that a
favorite topic here is either eating, talking about
eating, or talking about eating while eating, and not
necessarily talking about what you’re eating!
Each month we bring you some of Scotland’s
culinary creations for your cooking delights. This
month is….

Apple Butterscotch Pie

Butterscotch is a brittle sweet (candy)
made from sugar and butter which has
long been popular. This pie is not brittle but it's just as tasty and has meringue on
top!
Ingredients:

A
22cm/9"
pastry
lined
flan
case
Eating apples to fill the flan case completely
3 ounces (100g or scant ½ cup) demerara (light
brown) sugar
4 ounces (125g or two-thirds cup) granulated
sugar
2 tablespoons plum jam

Method:

Spread this mixture over the apples and bake in
a preheated oven at 220C/425F/Gas mark 7 for
ten minutes. Then reduce the heat to 180C/350F/
Gas mark 4 for a further 20 minutes or so, until
the apples are soft.
Make a meringue topping by placing two egg
whites in a dry bowl and beat with an electric
whisk until firm peaks form. Add the white sugar
gradually, beating constantly until the mixture is
thick and glossy and all the sugar has dissolved.
Spread the plum jam over the apple and then
spoon the meringue over the filling. Swirl into
peaks with a fork or flat-bladed knife. Bake for a
further 20 minutes or so until the meringue is
lightly golden. Serve cold.
Please let us know how these recipes are coming
out. We’d be happy to post some member attempts.
We hope you have enjoyed this month’s newsletter.
Our aim is to educate and entertain, as well as keep
our members informed and up-to-date on all things
Scottish.

Tioraidh an-dràsta!
(Chee-ree an draa-sta)

(Bye just now)

